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Awards back Below the Belt and ANZUP Cancer Trials 

The Kennedy Foundation is officially supporting the critical work being done by leading Australian Clinical Trials Group, ANZUP, through their flagship event the Below the Belt Pedalthon, maintaining our commitment to give back to the community. 
 
Since 2012, through the NRMA Kennedy Awards for Excellence in NSW Journalism, we have raised more than $200,000 for the children’s cancer charity Redkite, the Aboriginal Medical Service and the Charlie Perkins Trust for Children and Young People.
 
The Below the Belt Pedalthon generates funds for and raises awareness about urogential and prostate cancer clinical trial research.  Urogenital cancers include testicular, kidney and bladder cancers.  This clinical trials research is being conducted by the Australian and New Zealand Urogenital and Prostate (ANZUP) Cancer Trials Group.
ANZUP is an active and emerging cancer cooperative clinical trials group, established to bring together all the professional disciplines and groups involved in researching and treating urogenital and prostate cancers.  These four ‘below the belt cancers’ account for more than 27,500 cancers each year in Australia.
Professor Ian Davis, Chair of ANZUP said: “Clinical trials are imperative.  All the medical research in the world means nothing if we can’t improve treatments and outcomes for our patients.
“Clinical trials are how we find out whether something works, how best to use it, and how it stacks up against what we are already doing.” 
Announcing the Kennedy Foundation’s partnership with ANZUP and Below the Belt Pedalthon, Chairman Peter Ryan welcomed the opportunity to support ANZUP’s clinical trials research.
 
“The clinical trials being carried out by ANZUP are internationally recognised as world-class.  They are the only way the question of how to improve treatment for those affected by testicular, prostate, kidney and bladder cancer can be answered” Mr Ryan said.
  
Simon Clarke, the founder of the Below the Belt Pedalthon and a testicular cancer survivor, said the work ANZUP was doing was making a real difference in the lives of people with below the belt cancers.
 
“The trials being conducted by ANZUP are life changing. I am hoping through Pedalthon we will raise the much need funds that will allow ANZUP to continue looking for more ways to understand these conditions that affects 1 in 4 Australians,” Simon said.
“The inaugural Below the Belt Pedalthon raised more than $200,000 to help support ANZUP and their work.  Meetings of cancer specialists investigating new treatment ideas have already taken place as a direct result of these fundraising efforts”.
The NSW Health Minister Jillian Skinner has also pledged to support ANZUP and the Below the Belt Pedalthon with $10,000 funding in 2014/2015, following the NSW Government’s generous two- year support of Redkite through the Kennedy Foundation.
   
Mr Ryan said the government funding would be boosted with the proceeds of a Kennedy Foundation raffle at the 4th annual NRMA Kennedy Awards for Excellence in NSW Journalism at the Australian Turf Club’s Royal Randwick next August.
  
The NRMA Kennedy Awards for Excellence in NSW Journalism, named in honour of legendary Sydney crime reporter Les Kennedy who died aged 53 years in 2011, recognise the state’s finest media professionals and those who have put so much back into the industry. 

“With the ongoing generous support of all our loyal sponsors and partners the NRMA Kennedy Awards have quickly become a prestigious annual event, worthy of the great legacy left by the late Les Kennedy,” Mr Ryan said. 

The Kennedy Foundation, established to help media professionals in hardship, will also be highlighting the work of Below the Belt and ANZUP at the 2015 gala awards ceremony.
 
We recently welcomed Channel Nine news veteran Simon Bouda, respected sports journalist Peter Kogoy and former Sun-Herald editor Simon Dulhunty to the Kennedy Foundation board. 

To learn more about the Below the Belt Pedalthon and ANZUP’s clinical trial research, visit www.anzup.org.au. 
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